XIV
Parasites can thrive only on the sap of a living tree.
Similarly, when we find that our religion is seemingly
dead, yielding no foliage, smiling forth into no blos-
soms, giving us no fruits and yet, if our religion pro-
vides a thriving field for the weeds of superstition,
mystery, magic and foul deceit, to grow upon its
structure, we can conclude that it is not yet dead.
Just as we would revive such a tree by clearing
off the parasites and by feeding the tree with proper
manure and water, so too we can revive Hinduism if
we know how to remove the overgrowths of super-
stition and deceits, and then feed the revered old
tree with the healthy food of sincerity, faithful alliance
and intelligent understanding. Blind faith saves none;
a mere blind faith cannot lead us to any enduring
philosophy which will serve us as a true basis for a
vital, living "culture,
One gets confused to the maximum, especially
in Hinduism, because never was this sacred religion
confined to a fixed revelation. Compared with other
Religions that are now available in the world, Hinduism
cannot be even termed as a religion. Hinduism can be
at best classified as a progressive, ever-growing tradi-
tion which has recognised complete freedom for the
individuals to grow as best as they can in a healthy
atmosphere of moral life and ethical perfections.
The ancient Scientists of life seem to have recognised
tlie fact that by kicking a rose bush we cannot get
Sowers out of it. But by allowing them to grow
ftdly and freely according to their natural inner calls,